
Background Checks Pending Legislation 

 
There is currently legislation pending in Congress , the Public Safety and Second 

Amendment Rights Protection Act of 2013 (H.R. 1565), that would require background 

checks for all gun sales in commercial settings, including at gun shows, on the internet, 

and in classified ads.   

 

• Expanded background checks are critically important for shutting off criminal 

access to guns.  Today, a single website, Armslist.com, hosts over 73,000 ads for 

firearms, and 94% of them are offered by private sellers who are not required by 

federal law to conduct background checks. This is a 500% increase in sales 

volume over the course of 16 months.   

• There are more than 4,000 gun shows annually in the U.S. and 30% of all guns 

involved in federal gun trafficking investigations are connected to these shows. 

 

Better background checks: The bill would help keep guns out of the hands of felons, 

domestic abusers and the seriously mentally ill by requiring background checks on 

commercial gun sales. 

 

• The bill covers gun transfers: (1) at or immediately outside of a gun show, defined 

as any event with more than 75 guns for sale; or (2) pursuant to an advertisement 

on the internet or in another publication.  It does not cover other types of 

transfers, including between friends and family. 

 

• Checks by dealers: Private sellers will be required to conduct background checks 

through licensed dealers, using the same background check system already used 

in dealer sales. 

 

o Record keeping: Licensed dealers will run background checks on potential 

buyers and keep records of sales in the same manner as they have for more 

than 40 years.  The FBI will still be required to destroy all evidence of 

successful background checks within 24 hours, and federal law will 

continue to prohibit the creation of a federal gun registry.   

 

o Permits in lieu of checks: As with licensed dealer sales, the dealer may 

accept a qualifying state firearms permit instead of conducting a 

background check.   

 

• Penalties: It is a felony for a private seller to transfer a gun to a person federally 

prohibited from buying guns or to a law enforcement officer without a 

background check.  Failure to comply with the background check requirement for 

sales to other buyers is a misdemeanor. [MAIG - 

http://www.mayorsagainstillegalguns.org/html/home/demandaplan.html] 

 

  



For more information:   

 

Gun Background Checks [Mayors Against Illegal Guns] 

http://libcloud.s3.amazonaws.com/9/0f/f/1721/Background_Checks_Fact_Sheet.pdf  

 

Loopholes in Gun Laws Allow Buyers to Skirt Checks [The New York Times]  

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/11/us/gun-law-loopholes-let-buyers-skirt-background-

checks.html?pagewanted=all&_r=2&  

 

Why expanding background checks would, in fact, reduce gun crime [Washington Post]  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/plum-line/wp/2013/04/03/why-expanding-

background-checks-would-in-fact-reduce-gun-crime/  

 

Illinois Council Against Handgun Violence 

http://www.ichv.org/  

 

  


